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I appeal to those who are ready to make charges to be chary
of believing the stories that may be brought before them regard-
ing their adversaries.  Do we not know the Government has been
badly sold by its informants?    Do   they   not   know  that   even
Ranade1 and Gokhale were shadowed for a long time?  Do they
not know what scandals were talked about the late Sir Pheroze-
shah2 and even Sir Surendranath Banerjea?   Even the G.O.M,
was not beyond the reach of calumny.  A gentleman in London
once gave me such details that he at least required me to approach
the  great  patriot  whom  I  worshipped.   Well, I did approach
him with trembling and fear.   I sat down at his feet and I re-
member the occasion as I looked into his benign face and pleadingly
asked whether  what was   said to be could be true.   It was   a
garret  which  the  G.O.M.  was  occupying as his office in Brix-
ton.   I shall never forget the scene.   I came away knowing that
the charge brought against him was a simple calumny.   What
would happen to me if I were to believe all I have been told
about the "selfishness and perfidy" of the Ali Brothers whom I
believe to be above corruption and perfidy? There are   enough
differences to divide us, but why accentuate them by giving a
ready ear to every charge of baseness brought against opponents?
I find enough justification for honest differences.   Let us then
honour our opponents for the same honesty of purpose and pa-
triotic motive that we claim for ourselves.    One gentleman who
spoke about the so-called Swarajist corruption was candid enough
to tell me that in spite of it all there was no other leader in Bengal
but Chittaranjan Das.   There is room  enough for  all  to serve.
There is no room for jealousy when all wish to serve.  I believe in
trusting.   Trust begets trust.   Suspicion is foetid and only stinks.
He who trusts has never yet lost in the world.  A suspicious man
is lost to himself and the world.   Let those who have made of
non-violence a creed beware of suspecting opponents.   Suspicion
is  of the  brood  of violence.   Non-violence cannot but trust. I
must at any rate, refuse to believe anything against anybody,
much less  against my honoured   fellow-workers, unless   I   have
absolute proof.  But Hardayal Babu will say, "Do you want us to
disbelieve the testimony of our eyes and ears?" I say, yes and no.

iMahadev Govind Ranade (1842-1901); sexual reformer and author;
Judge of the Bombay High Court. Vuk also Vol. II, p. 379.

2 Sir Pherozeshah Merwanji Mehta (1845-1915); first Parsi to be called
to the English Bar; member of Bombay Legislative Council in 1893; was
associated with the Indian National Congress since its inception and became
its President in 1890.